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38th Committee On Rules <committeeonrules@guamlegislature.gov>

Messages and Communications 38GL-26-2679*
2 messages

Speaker Frank Blas Jr. <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov> Thu, Jul 30, 2026 at 4:07 PM
To: 38th Committee On Rules <committeeonrules@guamlegislature.gov>, Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Håfa adai,

Please see attached M&C Doc. No. 38GL-26-2679

38GL-26-2679 Department of Public Health and Social Services Petition for the Above Step Recruitment of Patrick Sotto for Territorial Epidemiologist*

Si Yu'os Ma'åse'

Bernice Rivera
Administrative Assistant

Office of Speaker Frank F. Blas, Jr.
I Mina’trentai Ocho na Liheslaturan Guåhan 38th Guam Legislature

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagatña

(671)969-6456
speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov

 

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic communications privacy laws and legal privileges,
and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from retaining, using, copying,
distributing, or otherwise disclosing the information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the sender that you have received this
communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Laureal B. Villagomez <Laureal.Villagomez@dphss.guam.gov>
Date: Thu, Jul 30, 2026 at 2:20 PM
Subject: DPHSS Above Step Request: Territorial Epidemiologist
To: speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>
Cc: Theresa C. Arriola <Theresa.C.Arriola@dphss.guam.gov>, PeterJohn D. Camacho <peterjohn.camacho@dphss.guam.gov>, DPHSS_HR
<HR@dphss.guam.gov>

On behalf of Director Theresa C. Arriola and the Guam Department of Public Health and Social Services (DPHSS), we respectfully submit the
approved Above-Step Petition for Mr. Patrick Sotto for the position of Territorial Epidemiologist for the 38th Guam Legislature’s review.

DPHSS has completed the required petition process and received approval from the Department of Administration. Attached are the
supporting documents for your review:

* DPHSS Petition for Above-Step Request
* Department of Administration Approval (HRD 26-272)
* Department of Administration Notice of Intent (NOI) – Above-Step Request
* Proof of DPHSS Public Notice Posting on the DPHSS Website

Please kindly confirm receipt of this submission at your earliest convenience, as we would like to proceed with Mr. Sotto’s onboarding upon
completion of the legislative review process.

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact our office. We kindly ask that you reply to all
recipients on this email.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

8/3/26, 12:18 PM Guam Legislature Mail - Messages and Communications 38GL-26-2679*
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LaureAl Villagomez 
Personnel Officer
Division of General Administration || Human Resources / Personnel Office 
155 Hesler Place || Hagatna GU 96910 
laureal.villagomez@dphss.guam.gov 

 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY (FOUO) - PRIVACY SENSITIVE.  Any misuse or unauthorized disclosure may result in both civil and criminal penalties. 

5 attachments

ASR DPHSS WEBSITE POST.pdf
444K

NOI_Petition ASR - P. Sotto, Territorial Epidemiologist SIGNED.pdf
301K

HRD 26-272, PSOTTO Territorial Epidemiologist, ASR (1).pdf
1165K

DPHSS Petition for Above Step - Territorial Epi_P. Sotto (05.26.26).pdf
929K

38GL-26-2679.pdf
1106K

38th Committee On Rules <committeeonrules@guamlegislature.gov> Mon, Aug 3, 2026 at 12:03 PM
To: "Speaker Frank Blas Jr." <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>

Håfa Adai,

Received, and thank you.

Si Yu′os ma′åse',

Kamarin J. A. Nelson
Committee on Rules Director

COMMITTEE ON RULES
Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada, Chairperson

I Mina'trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan Guåhan

38th Guam Legislature

Disclaimer: The content of this email is intended for the person or entity to which it is addressed only. This email
may contain confidential information. If you are not the person to whom this message is addressed, be aware that
any use, reproduction, or distribution of this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this in error, please
contact the sender at  committeeonrules@guamlegislature.gov  and immediately delete this email and any
attachments.

[Quoted text hidden]
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Speaker Frank Blas Jr. <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>

DPHSS Above Step Request: Territorial Epidemiologist
2 messages

Laureal B. Villagomez <Laureal.Villagomez@dphss.guam.gov> Thu, Jul 30, 2026 at 2:20 PM
To: "speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov" <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>
Cc: "Theresa C. Arriola" <Theresa.C.Arriola@dphss.guam.gov>, "PeterJohn D. Camacho"
<peterjohn.camacho@dphss.guam.gov>, DPHSS_HR <HR@dphss.guam.gov>

On behalf of Director Theresa C. Arriola and the Guam Department of Public Health and Social Services
(DPHSS), we respectfully submit the approved Above-Step Petition for Mr. Patrick Sotto for the position of
Territorial Epidemiologist for the 38th Guam Legislature’s review.

DPHSS has completed the required petition process and received approval from the Department of
Administration. Attached are the supporting documents for your review:

* DPHSS Petition for Above-Step Request
* Department of Administration Approval (HRD 26-272)
* Department of Administration Notice of Intent (NOI) – Above-Step Request
* Proof of DPHSS Public Notice Posting on the DPHSS Website

Please kindly confirm receipt of this submission at your earliest convenience, as we would like to proceed
with Mr. Sotto’s onboarding upon completion of the legislative review process.

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact our office. We
kindly ask that you reply to all recipients on this email.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

LaureAl Villagomez 
Personnel Officer
Division of General Administration || Human Resources / Personnel Office 
155 Hesler Place || Hagatna GU 96910 
laureal.villagomez@dphss.guam.gov 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY (FOUO) - PRIVACY SENSITIVE.  Any misuse or unauthorized disclosure may result in both civil and criminal penalties. 

4 attachments

ASR DPHSS WEBSITE POST.pdf
444K

NOI_Petition ASR - P. Sotto, Territorial Epidemiologist SIGNED.pdf
301K

HRD 26-272, PSOTTO Territorial Epidemiologist, ASR (1).pdf
1165K

DPHSS Petition for Above Step - Territorial Epi_P. Sotto (05.26.26).pdf
929K
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Speaker Frank Blas Jr. <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov> Thu, Jul 30, 2026 at 3:06 PM
To: "Laureal B. Villagomez" <Laureal.Villagomez@dphss.guam.gov>
Cc: "Theresa C. Arriola" <Theresa.C.Arriola@dphss.guam.gov>, "PeterJohn D. Camacho"
<peterjohn.camacho@dphss.guam.gov>, DPHSS_HR <HR@dphss.guam.gov>

Håfa Adai,

Confirming receipt of your email.

Si Yu'os Ma'åse'

Bernice Rivera
Administrative Assistant

Office of Speaker Frank F. Blas, Jr.
I Mina’trentai Ocho na Liheslaturan Guåhan 38th Guam Legislature

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagatña

(671)969-6456
speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov

 

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic
communications privacy laws and legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended
recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the
information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the sender that you have received this
communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

[Quoted text hidden]
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July 30, 2026
4:07 p.m.

38GL-26-2679

Doc. No. 38GL-26-2679.*



EDWARD M. BIRN 
Director (Direktot) 

RENA K. BORJA 
Deputy Director (Sigundo Direktot) 

DIRECTOR’S OFFICE 
(Ufisinan Direktot) 

Telephone (Telifon): (671) 475-1101/1250 

LOURDES A. LEON GUERRERO 
Governor (Maga’håga) 

JOSHUA F. TENORIO 
Lt. Governor (Sigundo Maga’låhi) 

590 South Marine Corps Drive, ITC Building, Suite 224, Tamuning, Guam 96913   P. O. Box 7420, Tamuning, Guam 96931 

June 23, 2026 

HRD No.:  26-272 

To:  Director of Administration 

From:  Personnel Services Administrator, Human Resources Division 

Subject:   Review of Above-Step Recruitment Request 
 RE:  Mr. Patrick P. Sotto 

Buenas yan Hafa Adai!  This is in reference to the Department of Public Health and Social 
Services’ Above-Step Recruitment request for Mr. Patrick P. Sotto for the Territorial 
Epidemiologist position. 

The Department of Administration, Human Resources Division is requesting to employ Mr. Sotto 
as a full-time classified employee at Pay Grade SX, Step 05, at $100,335.00 per annum.  The 
request is based on the following authority: 

- Title 4, Guam Code Annotated, Section 6205 relative to the ability of the Appointing Authority 
to petition the Department of Administration (DOA) for the recruitment at a higher step not 
to exceed step 10 because of recruitment difficulty or exceptional qualifications. 

- Chapter 6, Rule 6.001 (a)(b), of the current Department of Administration’ Personnel Rules 
and Regulations. 

- CSC Resolution No. 95-02 relative to the above-step recruitment for initial employment. 

The minimum experience and training requirement for the Territorial Epidemiologist position is: 

A) A Guam physician’s license; OR
B) A MD degree from an American Medical Association approved medical school with a

minimum of two (2) years of experience; OR
C) A Guam veterinarian’s license with a minimum of two (2) years of experience in the field of

epidemiology; OR
D) A MPH (epidemiology major) or a graduate degree in epidemiology or biostatistics, both from

a U.S. Accredited college or university and with one (1) to two (2) years of experience in the
field of epidemiology; OR

E) A MSPH degree with a focus in epidemiology or analysis and assessment from a U.S.
accredited college or university; OR

F) A PhD degree in epidemiology from a U.S. accredited college or university; OR
G) A graduate degree in epidemiology from a non-U.S. accredited institution, with at least four

(4) years of experience designing, overseeing, implementing, and conducting epidemiological
studies related to public health; OR

Doc. No. 38GL-26-2679.*



 

 
 

590 South Marine Corps Drive, ITC Building, Suite 224, Tamuning, Guam 96913   P. O. Box 7420, Tamuning, Guam 96931 

H) A non-epidemiology professional graduate degree, such as a RN, MD/DO, DDS/DMD, DVM or 
PhD, from a U.S. accredited college or university, with a least four (4) years of experience 
performing epidemiology work under the guidance of an epidemiologist. 

  
Upon review of Mr. Sotto’s application, he was evaluated utilizing the “D” clause, which requires 
seventeen (17) months work experience and a Master’s degree in Public Health with an 
emphasis in Epidemiology, for a combined total of sixty-five (65) months of required education 
and experience in Territorial Epidemiology or related experience to qualify for the position. 
 
Work Experience 
 

- DPHSS Territorial Epidemiologist:  11/15/2024 to 11/19/2025, Credits – 12 months. 
- Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists, Applied Epidemiology Fellow:  07/15/2023 to 

11/01/2024, Credits – 16 months. 
- CDC Foundation, CDC Coordinator II:  10/15/2021 to 05/01/2023, Credits – 4.75 months. 
- CDC Foundation, Emergency Response Coordinator:  11/15/2020 to 10/01/2021, Credits – 

5.5 months. 
- DPHSS, CDCD Coordinator I:  04/15/2020 to 11/01/2020, Credits – 3.5 months. 
- UOG, Research Associate I:  06/15/2016 – 04/01/2020, Credits – 11.5 months. 

Education 
 

- Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology, California State University, Northridge, 2016 and Master 
of Public Health, Epidemiology, Johns Hopkins University, 2023 

Mr. Sotto was credited 101.25 months of work/ education experience and a final earned rating 
of 73.02.  Furthermore, he was the sole qualified applicant identified through the recruitment 
process for this hard-to-fill position, underscoring both the specialized nature of the role and the 
value of his qualifications. 
 
Mr. Sotto brings extensive expertise in epidemiology, communicable and noncommunicable 
disease surveillance, public health emergency preparedness and response, data analysis and 
program management, which is critical to the mission and objectives of the Department of Public 
Health and Social Services.  In addition, Mr. Sotto possesses the technical knowledge and 
analytical judgement necessary to make informed, evidence-based decisions and effectively 
address complex challenges.  His professional qualifications and demonstrated leadership will 
play a key role in advancing Guam’s public health capabilities, improving the Department’s 
responsiveness to emerging threats, and supporting the successful implementation of ongoing 
public health efforts. 
 
Therefore, based on the information reviewed, HRD recommends that Mr. Sotto be hired as a 
Territorial Epidemiologist at pay grade SX, Step 05, or $100,335.00 per annum based on 
exceptional qualifications and recruitment difficulty. 
 

Doc. No. 38GL-26-2679.*



 

 
 

590 South Marine Corps Drive, ITC Building, Suite 224, Tamuning, Guam 96913   P. O. Box 7420, Tamuning, Guam 96931 

Final approval and implementation of the above-step salary is contingent upon satisfying the 
legal requirements of 4GCA, sections 6205 and 6303.1(a), Transparency and Disclosure, which 
involves posting the “petition” for the Above Step Recruitment on the appropriate website(s) as 
well as notifying all major print and radio news media.  Public Law 38-82, requires the department 
to post the “petition” on the Guam Public Notices Portal and transmit to the Speaker of I’ 
Liheslaturan Guahan at least 10 days before the applicant is hired.  
 
Should you require additional information, please contact the Human Resources Division, 
Recruitment Branch at 475-1128/1141.  Dangkolo na Agradesimiento! 
 
 
 
 
TONY C. AGUON 

 

[   ]  APPROVED 
 
[   ]  DISAPPROVED 
 
_______________________ 
EDWARD M. BIRN, Director 
Department of Administration 
 

Date:  __________ 
 

Doc. No. 38GL-26-2679.*
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EDWARD M. BIRN 
Director (Direktot) 

RENA K. BORJA 
Deputy Director (Sigundo Direktot) 

DIRECTOR’S OFFICE 
(Ufisinan Direktot) 

Telephone (Telifon): (671) 475-1101/1250 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOURDES A. LEON GUERRERO 
Governor (Maga’håga) 

JOSHUA F. TENORIO 
Lt. Governor (Sigundo Maga’låhi) 

 

590 South Marine Corps Drive, ITC Building, Suite 224, Tamuning, Guam 96913 •  P. O. Box 7420, Tamuning, Guam 96931 

 
NOTICE OF INTENT 

Above-Step Recruitment 
 

Buenas yan Hafa Adai!  The Department of Public Health and Social Services is announcing 
their intent to employ Mr. Patrick Sotto as a Territorial Epidemiologist at the salary of 
$100,335.00 per annum at step 05 of pay grade SX.  This announcement is in compliance with 
4GCA, Section 6205 - Recruitment Above-Step, and 4GCA, Section 6303.1 - Transparency 
and Disclosure requirements, involving the posting of this notice on DOA’s website and 
informing the local medias of circulation, to include posting on the Guam Public Notices Portal 
and notifying the Speaker of I’ Liheslaturan Guahan.   
 
Should you require additional information, please contact the Human Resources Division, 
Recruitment Branch at 475-1128/1271 or you can email the HR manager at 
Tony.C.Aguon@doa.guam.gov.  Dangkolo na Agradesimiento! 
 
 
 
EDWARD M. BIRN, Director 
Department of Administration 
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Outlook

Territorial Epidemiologist: Above-Step Recruitment Petition of Intent - Local Media Outlets

From Laureal B. Villagomez <Laureal.Villagomez@dphss.guam.gov>
Date Tue 7/14/2026 11:24 AM
To Theresa C. Arriola <Theresa.C.Arriola@dphss.guam.gov>; PeterJohn D. Camacho <peterjohn.camacho@dphss.guam.gov>; Patrick

Sotto <Patrick.Sotto@dphss.guam.gov>; Catherine P. Angcao <catherine.angcao@dphss.guam.gov>
Cc DPHSS_HR <HR@dphss.guam.gov>; Joaquin Blaz <Joaquin.Blaz@dphss.guam.gov>; Gabrielle Quenga

<Gabrielle.Quenga@dphss.guam.gov>; Russell J. Perez <Russell.Perez@dphss.guam.gov>; Julia N. Rivera
<julia.N.rivera@dphss.guam.gov>

1 attachment (301 KB)
NOI_Petition ASR - P. Sotto, Territorial Epidemiologist SIGNED.pdf;

Hafa Adai,

For your situational awareness, the Above Step Recruitment for the Territorial Epidemiologist for Patrick Sotto has been
posted on our website DPHSS – News | Open GovGuam.  We will keep it up for 10 days.  Once we meet that requirement,
we will notify the Speaker and the Legislature next.  

Respectfully,

 

LaureAl Villagomez 
Personnel Officer
Division of General Administration || Human Resources / Personnel Office 
155 Hesler Place || Hagatna GU 96910 
laureal.villagomez@dphss.guam.gov 

 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY (FOUO) - PRIVACY SENSITIVE.  Any misuse or unauthorized disclosure may result in both civil and criminal penalties. 

From: Dana Mafnas <Dana.Mafnas@doa.guam.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2026 4:56 PM
To: news@guampdn.com <news@guampdn.com>; editor@postguam.com <editor@postguam.com>; bettyann@kuam.com
<bettyann@kuam.com>; kstokish@gmail.com <kstokish@gmail.com>; publisher@glimpsesofguam.com
<publisher@glimpsesofguam.com>; kishfm102.9@gmail.com <kishfm102.9@gmail.com>; news@kanditnews.com
<news@kanditnews.com>; newsdirector@kuam.com <newsdirector@kuam.com>; raygibsonshow@gmail.com

7/30/26, 10:02 AM Sent Items - Laureal B. Villagomez - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/id/AAQkADI5NThhNGI2LTAwYzQtNDEwNi1hYjQ3LWYxMTBhM2M4MGIzOQAQADRzfUhVHGlGhTfmUILMzag… 1/2
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<raygibsonshow@gmail.com>
Cc: Kayleen N. Rosadino <kayleen.rosadino@doa.guam.gov>; Tony C. Aguon <Tony.C.Aguon@doa.guam.gov>; Jordan Toves
<jordan.toves@doa.guam.gov>; Laureal B. Villagomez <Laureal.Villagomez@dphss.guam.gov>
Subject: Above-Step Recruitment Petition of Intent - Local Media Outlets
 
Hafa Adai:

Please see the attached Notice of Intent for the ASR of the Territorial Epidemiologist for the Department of Public Health
and Social Services.  Thank you.

DOA Recruitment

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed
and other parties authorized to receive it. It may contain confidential or legally privileged communication. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
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